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Biodiversity of Oribatid mites in Ryukyu Islands
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» Taxonomical study of Oribatid mites (Order Acari; suborder Oribatida).
Technical - Development of the biological indicator used by soil organisms.
Support Skills . Experience-based program on biodiversity of our familiar environment.

Oribatid mites (Fig. 1) are small arthropods that are also called beetle mites, armored mites, or moss mites.
They comprise more than 10,000 species. Most oribatid mites inhabit the soil-litter system; often, they are
the dominant arthropods in temperate-forest soil.

4| The ultimate goal of my research is to clarify the entire Japanese oribatid fauna. Toward this goal, I
performed a series of taxonomic studies targeting the Oribatid fauna of subtropical regions in Japan
(=Ryukyu Islands), by using morphological and molecular biological methods.

(Fig. 1) Various Oribatid mites in Japan.
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