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Kevwords Grammar (Morphology & Syntax), Modality, Sentence Final Particles,
W Ryukyuan/Japanese Linguistics, Descriptive Linguistics, Endangered Languages
. » Teaching Children Uchinaaguchi (Okinawan language)
Technical .
. * Teaching How To Document a Language
Support Skills

* Teaching about Ryukyuan/Okinawan Languages in English

Research Contents | Field Research and Documentation on Ryukyuan/Okinawan Languages

[How I Came to Do Research on This Topic]

I chose this field of language documentation of Ryukyuan languages for my research because I realized
my strong identity as an Okinawan through study abroad experiences in Mainland U.S., Hawai'i, and in
Korea. I have always been interested in language learning. Through mandatory English education at
schools as a start, I also became interested in other languages such as Korean. My life in Korea has
strengthened my identity as an Okinawan, and after I came back from Korea I started doing my research
on Okinawan language documentation.

[Research Background]

Seven endangered languages are now recognized within the Ryukyu island chain: Amami, Kunigami,
Okinawa, Miyako, Yaeyama, Yonaguni, and Hachijo spoken on the Daito Islands. Shimakutuba is used as
the umbrella term to describe those seven languages (Ryukyuan Languages is used to describe the first six).
The majority of native speakers are over 80 years old and all of them are bilingual with Japanese. To
complicate matters more, the language domain where it is actually spoken is very limited to specific
situations such as when talking with a very close friend who is from the same community. The influence of
Japanese to Ryukyuan languages has caused the loss of traditional speech or grammatical expressions.
Despite the struggle of Okinawa Prefecture as well as that of private
organizations and activists to revitalize Ryukyuan, there is not much )
of an impact or change to the preservation of Shimakutuba. Ryukyuan Uch‘::‘;::kai!
linguists who are well aware of this fact have been working on language i
documention on each local language ranging from Amami to Yonaguni.

[Past Research: Master's thesis and PhD dissertation]

Targeting the variety spoken in Shuri, located in the northeast of k..
present Naha City, I did field work there multiple times and illustrated
the grammatical chracteristics of sentence final particles and modality. Sakihara, M., Karimata, S.,
[Further Research] Rikka, Uchinaa—nkai! Okinawan language for beginners

I will do field work in the Yambaru (Northern Okinawa) area and document varieties spoken there. I
also would like to edit a dictionary focused on "modality."

[Other Related Activities]

Translating works into Ryukyuan, Teaching children Uchinaaguchi, Reading Uchinaaguchi picture

books to children, Editing an Uchinaaguchi textbook written in English (see picture above).
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