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Research Contents

My main research fields are international education and Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages
(TESOL).

In the field of international education, my research focuses on student mobility, particularly the
relationship between educational attainment and career differentiation. I examine how social stratification
and cultural behavior patterns shape students’ decision-making processes. Drawing on the “culture in
action” framework and the work of Pierre Bourdieu, I analyze how students utilize cultural resources as
tools when navigating both stable and transitional (unsettled) periods in their lives, especially during
critical turning points.

Based on this perspective, I have developed a conceptual framework that integrates “culture in action”
theory with value systems, and proposed a model of career path differentiation. My findings suggest that
students’ decision-making processes can be categorized into four distinct behavioral patterns, each of which
influences their actions in different ways.

In TESOL, my research explores second language acquisition with a focus on learner motivation, autonomy,
and the role of culture in shaping language use. In particular, I investigate how cultural patterns influence
learners’ language use in everyday communication.

Additionally, I draw on insights from cultural linguistics to examine how learners’ cultural backgrounds
shape both spoken and written expression. For example, learners from different cultural backgrounds often
interpret and describe the same situation in distinct ways, reflecting underlying cultural patterns that
influence both language use and communicative behavior.
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