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RN W87 Kant’s Theory of Natural Science in his Opus postumum

The Opus postumum is Kant’s unpublished work, whose theme is “Transition (Ubergang) from
Metaphysical Foundations of Natural Science to Physics”. This work consists of lots of unfinished
manuscripts. According to E. Adickes’ study (1920), it is divided into two groups. The first part is the natural
scientific and philosophical part, which was written in 1796-1799. Another part is the epistemological and
metaphysical one written after 1800.

More exactly, the starting stage of this work is the so-called “Oktaventwurf” (1796/97). And following stage
is the “Elementary System of the Moving Forces of Matter” (June 1797-May 1799). This is the investigation
to systematize the moving forces of matter and its character under the table of category: Quantity, Quality,
Relation and Modality.

The purpose of this study is to examine how Kant’s system of natural philosophy develops after post-Critical
era by focusing on the “Elementary System” in his Opus postumum.

Although previous studies seldom notice the natural scientific part of the Opus postumum, 1 believe that it
is important to clarify the structure of the natural science by “late-Kant” because he continued to undertake
the dynamical explanation of the nature throughout his career.
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