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Previous studies have shown that Japanese learners take longer and more frequent pauses than Japanese native
speakers do(lashizaki, 2005; Takamura, 2009; Nohara & Takamura, 2010). However, it is not clear how these output
characteristics affect the learners’ perception and what they use as a clue to catch the prosodic information when
they are engaged in listening tasks. This study aims to investigate if learners use pauses as a clue to distinguish
syntactic and semantic break point in a sentence they hear instead of intonation, which is more likely to be difficult for
the learners.
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