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(1)Boethius Consolation of Philosophy (7 7 A /L4 : coboeth.o02)

Peah 0u hi smale todaele swa dust,
(Though thou divide them as small as dust) cf. todselan (cut off)
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Research Contents ‘ Diachronic Study of Resultative Constructions and Phrasal Verbs

#Diachronic Study of Resultative Constructions

The aim of this research is to select the possible resultative constructions in Old English and
Middle English, using the two parsed diachronic corpora ; YCOE (Old English) and PPCME2
(Middle English). The KWIC Concordance Program for Windows was used to make a
concordance of the small clauses beginning with the tag [IP-SMC]. About 6,400 small clauses
were found in the two parsed corpora. Then we checked whether the resultative construction
exists from among the small clauses.

As the result of the research, one example was found in the YCOE corpus and 31 examples
were found in the PPCMEZ2 corpus. We add the new findings to the previous study conducted
by Visser (1967) ; the eleven verbs (bake, well (meaning boil), to-breken (meaning break up),
pierce, put (meaning push), stamp, cut ,shut, colour, hew, strike) and the 8 resultative
predicates (blind, fast, full, hard, hot, short, stark (meaning strong), white).

@ Pilot Study on the New Classification of English Phraseology
—The Classification of Verb + Noun Phrases Based on Word Origin—

Phraseology is the study of fixed expressions, such as collocations, idioms, composite
predicates, phrasal verbs, and other types of multi-word lexical bundles. In this research, we
examine the previous study conducted by Minoji Akimoto (1983). Akimoto classifies 262 verb
and noun phrases (VN Phrases) into 40 groups according to eight grammatical parameters. We
use the parameter of ‘word origin’ to classify 251 VN Phrases into four groups, 50% of which
are Germanic verb + Germanic noun phrase, followed by Germanic verb + french-origin noun
phrase(32%), french-orign verb + french-origin noun phrase (9%) and french-origin verb +
Germanic noun phrase (9%). We have the findings that Germanic verb + Germanic noun
phrases are highly idiomatic from the point of view of idiomaticity, while Germanic verb +
french-origin noun phrases are the least idiomatic among four groups.
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