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e M Oetret Bl What is Irishness?

@® Background and Goal of my Study

I study Irishness and Irish identity. Ireland had colonized for centuries by England. I am interested
in a topic that as the colonized, how Irish has formed their identity. Especially, bringing out Irish identity
in the Victorian period (the late 19th century to the early 20th century) is a main aim of my study.

@® Contents of My Study

I have studied on works of Irish writer, James Joyce (1882-1941) from views of politics, history, and
religion. Especially I am interested in how British Empire influenced the formation of Irish.

In these years, focusing on protagonists’ isolation and alterity in Joyce’s Dubliners, I develop an idea
that these emotions are overwrapped Irishness under British colonialism. The isolation of protagonists
comes from struggles by double-standard between colonizers and colonized. Examining the gap between
the empire as ruler and Irish as subjects is my main study.

@® Characters and Advantages on my Study

Although I focus on colonialism between the relationship of the Empire and Irish, I try not to let my
idea dichotomy. Through many works, we can find people’s flexible life trying to suit / fit to oppressed dairy
lives under colonialism. The significant character of my study is breaking the stereotyped Irish image as
the disadvantaged.

@® Future Development

I will study other writers, not only focusing on Catholic Irish novelist, James Joyce but also other Anglo
Irish novelists in the same period. Anglo Irish was dynasty of Ireland politically, but many writers
supported and deeply connected with Irish Renaissance, rising in the late 19th century, which goaled
independent from the British Empire. Catholics Irish lived with poor and had paralyzed ordinary life, while
Anglo Irish had high-social life, I consider the differences between the two and clear how the latter set their
face to independent from colonialism.
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