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Correlation: aptitude & L2 speech
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This study was conducted online with Japanese learners of English aged 16
to 18. The study analyzed the extent to which the use of an impromptu
IR0 English debate task affected various aspects of speaking performance—
specifically accuracy and complexity—and how such changes were related

to individual differences such as foreign language aptitude.

Foreign language aptitude is defined as a set of cognitive and perceptual abilities that predict how quickly
learners acquire a second language and how closely they can ultimately approximate native-like proficiency.
In second language acquisition, there are several other important factors besides foreign language aptitude,
one of which is task complexity. The goal of this research is to advance second language education that takes
such factors into account, thereby promoting more effective second language acquisition—particularly in
speaking—for learners of English as a foreign language in Japan.
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(Quoted from the presentation slides for IATBLT International Conference, June, 2023)
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